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Manipulating Boxes in 
CubeCart™ v. 3.0.x

By MarksCarts (Mark Gunter) CC3.biz

Manipulating the Boxes in CubeCart™ v. 3

�x�� Familiarize Yourself With the CubeCart™ Files Directory
�x�� Backup Your Skins!
�x�� Removing a Box, or Moving a Box
�x�� Removing Languages from the Language Box
�x�� Removing Currencies from the Currency Box
�x�� Editing the Source Files for a Stock CubeCart™ Box
�x�� Adding New Boxes Containing Text and Links
�x�� Adding New Boxes Containing Images

Before You Begin
Familiarize Yourself With the CubeCart™ Files Directory

You will need to work with at least one, and possibly several files from your CubeCart™ store in 
order to manipulate the boxes so that it looks the way you want. A basic knowledge of your 
store’s folders is needed.

When your store was first installed it was set up in a folder on your webserver. This may have 
been the root folder for your site ( your_store .com ) or it may have been in a sub-folder (as in, 
yourwebsite.com/ your_store ). You need to be able to find this location with an ftp program, 
and move files back and forth between the webserver and your PC. Use of your ftp program is a 
matter for the software publisher. Instructions on using an ftp program are beyond the scope of 
this tutorial.

You will find the skin folders under a folder named skins  in the store directory. Following is a 
hierarchy of the appropriate folders:

/Your_Store_Directory/
|

skins/
|

Classic / Legend/ Killer/
| | |

styleTemplates/ styleTemplates/ styleTemplates/
|        | |        | |        |

boxes/  global/ boxes/  global/ boxes/  global/

Backup Your Skins!

Before making any changes to the files in your skin, you should copy the whole folder to a new 
location, and give it a unique name. Example: If you are using the Classic skin as the basis for 
your customized CubeCart™ skin, make a whole new copy of the Classic folder and rename it to 
MySkinClassic. Upload the whole folder to the skins/ folder on your webserver, and then you can 
choose “MySkinClassic” from the dropdown in ACP under “General Settings.”
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Removing a Box, or Moving a Box – (All Skins)

The placement of boxes on your store’s webpage is controlled by the global index template and 
by the global cart template for your skin. These two important files are found in:

Your_store /skins/ your_skin /styleTemplates/global/ index.tpl

And

Your_store /skins/ your_skin /styleTemplates/global/ cart.tpl

Open one or both of these files now in your favorite text editor. You will see the code for the 
following boxes . . .

In index.tpl  look for:

{SEARCH_FORM} 
{SESSION}
{CATEGORIES}
{RANDOM_PROD}
{INFORMATION}
{CURRENCY}
{LANGUAGE} 
{SHOPPING_CART}
{POPULAR_PRODUCTS}
{SALE_ITEMS}
{MAIL_LIST} 
{SITE_DOCS}

In cart.tpl  look for:

{SEARCH_FORM} 
{SESSION}
{CART_NAVI}
{SITE_DOCS}

These snippets of code, which are XML variable tags, each represent a different box in your 
CubeCart™ store. The {SEARCH_FORM} and {SESSION} boxes may not look like boxes at all, 
depending on the skin you’ve chosen, and in the stock stores they always appear in the header 
section. Likewise, the {SITE_DOCS} box does not look like a box; rather it appears in the stock 
CubeCart™ skins as a row of links near the bottom of the page. All the rest of these make up the 
boxes that appear on the side columns of your site (except {CATEGORIES} in the Killer skin is a 
row at the top). Note that on the shopping cart page, there is only one side box called “Useful 
Links” and it is represented by {CART_NAVI}.

Removing any of these boxes from your site is as simple as deleting the variable XML snippet 
from global/index.tpl , or by using HTML comment tags to “comment out” the box . . .  and 
moving it is just about as simple as cutting the snippet from one place, and pasting it into another 
place!

To remove a box: Determine which variable represents the box you wish to remove. A list of the 
variables appears together with its box title on the following page.
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{CATEGORIES} – “Shop by Category” (or, the upper row of tabs in Killer)

{RANDOM_PROD} – “Featured Product”

{INFORMATION} – “Information”

{CURRENCY} – “Currency”

{LANGUAGE}  - “Language”

{SHOPPING_CART} – “Shopping Basket”

{POPULAR_PRODUCTS} – “Popular Products”

{SALE_ITEMS} – “Sale Items”

{MAIL_LIST}  - “Mailing List”

As an example, you may wish to remove the currency dropdown box. If you run your site in only 
one language, or only one currency,  I would recommend that you remove the corresponding box, 
for it is useless if there are no choices. To remove the currency box, you may simply delete the 
entire tag, {CURRENCY}.

A second method (which I prefer) is to “comment out” the box, so that browsers will ignore it. This 
way you can leave the code on your page in case you ever want to display the box again in the 
future. To use this method, place an opening HTML comment tag in front of the variable. This is 
the “less than” sign, followed by an exclamation mark, followed by two dashes: <!--
Then, place a closing HTML comment tag after the variable. This is two dashes, followed by the 
“greater than” sign:  -->

<!--  {CURRENCY}  -->

This will effectively remove the box from your site.

To move boxes up or down within the same side column, you just cut the variable from where it 
is, and paste it back in where you want it to appear.

To move boxes from the left column to the right column, or vice-versa, again you will simply cut & 
paste – but you should also change the class from left to right, or vice-versa, in the source 
templates. See the section on Editing the Source Files for a Stock CubeCart™ Box  below to 
learn how to do this.

To move the Site Docs to a side box, or to move the search box or sessions box to a side box, 
you will need to change the format of those boxes to fit in with your side boxes. At present, they 
are formatted to look totally different than the side boxes. If you want to move them to the side, 
use the methods discussed in Adding New Boxes Containing Text and Links   or Images .

More information about Site Docs, Sessions and Search boxes will be given in those sections.

Removing Languages from the Language Box – (All Skins)

To remove a few languages instead of removing the entire language box, go to the language 
folder: your_store/language/ and you will find two-character codes for languages. Simply delete 
the folders for languages you wish to remove: cn, de, dk, en, es, fi, fr, nl, no, pl, pt, se or sk.
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Removing Currencies from the Currency Box – (All Skins)

To remove a few currencies instead of removing the entire currency box, go to your ACP (Admin 
Control Panel) for your store, and choose “Currencies” under “Store Config” menu. At the 
Currencies page, in the “Actions” column, you can enable or disable currencies.

Editing the Source Files for a Stock CubeCart™ Box 

What makes the variable tag {CATEGORIES} work? The XML source template for this box is 
found in skins/your_skin/styleTemplates/boxes/categories.tpl

If you are knowledgeable at all with HTML, CSS or XML, you may want to edit some of this 
source material to further manipulate the boxes on your site. Here is a list of the files in 
skins/your_skin/styleTemplates/boxes/ together with the tags that they correspond to.

XML TAG styleTemplates/boxes      Template File
{CART_NAVI} cartNavi.tpl
{CATEGORIES} categories.tpl
{CURRENCY} currency.tpl
{INFORMATION} info.tpl
{LANGUAGE} language.tpl
{MAIL_LIST} mailList.tpl
{POPULAR_PRODUCTS} popularProducts.tpl
{RANDOM_PROD} randomProd.tpl
{SALE_ITEMS} saleItems.tpl
{SEARCH_FORM} searchForm.tpl
{SESSION} session.tpl
{SHOPPING_CART} shoppingCart.tpl
{SITE_DOCS} siteDocs.tpl

Putting this knowledge to practice:

To add a new link for your “Website A” in the “Shop by Category” box, you would open 
styleTemplates/boxes/categories.tpl (following is the file from Classic and Legend skin):

<!-- BEGIN: categories -->
<div class="boxTitleLeft">{LANG_CATEGORY_TITLE}</div>
<div class="boxContentLeft">

<ul>
<li class="bullet"><a href="index.php" class="txtDefault">{LANG_HOME}</a></li>
<!-- BEGIN: li -->
<li class="bullet"><a href="index.php?act=viewCat&amp;catId={DATA.cat_id}" 

class="txtDefault">{DATA.cat_name}</a></li>
<!-- END: li -->
<!-- BEGIN: sale -->
<li class="bullet"><a href="index.php?act=viewCat&amp;catId=saleItems" 

class="txtDefault">{LANG_SALE_ITEMS}</a></li>
<!-- END: sale -->

</ul>
</div>
<!-- END: categories -->
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Let’s analyze this template, because if you understand how this template works, it will help you to 
see how the other box templates work.

<!-- BEGIN: categories --> . . . <!-- END: categories --> These comments set the beginning and 
end of the XML template that produces the category box in Classic and Killer. Don’t put your 
modifications before this BEGIN or after this END tag, everything needs to be between these.

<div class="boxTitleLeft">{LANG_CATEGORY_TITLE}</div> Here is a division that sets the 
look of the box title bar. The class, .boxTitleLeft   is defined in the stylesheet, layout.css . If you 
look at layout.css  you’ll see where font styles and sizes, background colors and images, border 
sizes and colors, etc. are specified for .boxTitleLeft   to make the box title appear as it does in 
your store. If you were to remove the {LANG_CATEGORY_TITLE} from that code, and replace it 
with the words, “My Wild Website,” then the category box would remain on your site but the title 
would now say “My Wild Website” instead of “Shop by Category.” So, you can change the 
properties of the box title in layout.css , and you can change the text that goes there so that it 
reads anyway you want.

<div class="boxContentLeft">  . . . </div> All of the content that goes inside the box beneath 
the box title goes into this division. The stock categories box contains an “Unordered List” <ul>  of 
category links. The class, .boxContentLeft   is defined in the stylesheet, layout.css . If you look at 
layout.css  you’ll see where background colors and images, border sizes and colors, etc. are 
specified for .boxContentLeft   to make the box appear as it does in your store.

<ul> . . . </ul> An “unordered list” is a list in which each list item <li> begins with a bullet or with 
nothing at all, as opposed to an ordered list which would be numbered or lettered in sequence.

<li class="bullet"><a href="index.php" class="txtDefault">{LANG_HOME}</a></li> The first 
list item is a link to the homepage of the store. The class, li.bullet   is defined in the stylesheet, 
style.css . If you look at style.css  you’ll see where font style, size and color, bullet shape, etc. 
are specified for li.bullet   to make the list appear as it does in your store. The class, a.txtDefault   
is also defined in the stylesheet, style.css . If you look at style.css  you’ll see where font style, 
size and color, etc. are specified for a.txtDefault to make the list appear as it does in your store. 

<!-- BEGIN: li -->  . . . <!-- END: li --> These comments mark out a section which forms a loop. 
Php will pull categories until it runs out of categories, and display the category names as list 
items. When you are adding another link of your own to this box, do not place your new link 
between these comments!

<!-- BEGIN: sale -->  . . . <!-- END: sale --> Likewise, do not place your new link between these 
comments which mark out the link for Sale Items.

Placing your new link for your “Website A” somewhere between <!-- BEGIN: categories --> . . . 
<!-- END: categories --> and yet not between <!-- BEGIN: li -->  . . . <!-- END: li --> or <!--
BEGIN: sale -->  . . . <!-- END: sale --> like maybe this:

<!-- BEGIN: categories -->
<div class="boxTitleLeft">{LANG_CATEGORY_TITLE}</div>
<div class="boxContentLeft">

<ul>
<li class="bullet"><a href="index.php" class="txtDefault">{LANG_HOME}</a></li>
<li class="bullet"><a href="http://websiteA.com/">Website A</a></li>
<!-- BEGIN: li -->
<li class="bullet"><a href="index.php?act=viewCat&amp;catId={DATA.cat_id}" 

class="txtDefault">{DATA.cat_name}</a></li>
<!-- END: li -->
<!-- BEGIN: sale -->
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Adding New Boxes Containing Text and Links

First, determine where you want to add the new box. As an example, let’s add a box on the right 
side between the “Sale Items” box and the “Mailing List” box. So you need to put some new code 
between:

{SALE_ITEMS}
{MAIL_LIST}

In the Classic and Legend  skins, your code will look like this:

In the Killer skin, your code will look like this:

Note that in the Killer skin, an extra division of the class .boxFootRight is required; this causes 
the border around the bottom of the box to be drawn.

Adding New Boxes Containing Images

The procedure for adding boxes containing an image is the same as above, except that you will 
probably want to center the image in the box. This is one way it’s done:

{SALE_ITEMS}
<div class=”boxTitleRight”>Your Title Text Here</div>
<div class=”boxContentRight”>

<div class=”txtDefault”>
Your content text and links go here
</div>

</div>
{MAIL_LIST}

{SALE_ITEMS}
<div class=”boxTitleRight”>Your Title Text Here</div>
<div class=”boxContentRight”>

<div class=”txtDefault”>
Your content text and links go here
</div>

</div>
<div class="boxFootRight">&nbsp;</div>
{MAIL_LIST}

{SALE_ITEMS}
<div class=”boxTitleRight”>Your Title Text Here</div>
<div class=”boxContentRight”>

<div style=”text-align: center”>
<img src=”images_directory/image.jpg” alt=””>
</div>

</div>
<div class="boxFootRight">&nbsp;</div>
{MAIL_LIST}
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ABOUT CC3.BIZ

I am glad to offer this free tutorial, at my site CC3.biz and in the downloads area at the 
CubeCart™ Forums.

I am in the process of developing a number of skins and documentation/tutorials for CubeCart™ 
v.3. These items will be offered for sell at 99¢ to $4.99 at my site – but licensed CubeCart™ 
users can have them for ½ price!

Please visit us often to see what’s new at http://cc3.biz

More Free Downloads: For more free downloads by MarksCarts, visit The Freebies Vault.

Licensed CubeCart™ Users: To take advantage of the 50% discount of sale items on my site,

1. Register as a customer at CC3.biz
2. Send me a message indicating that you have purchased a CubeCart™ license.
3. I will verify your licensed status then add you to a special discount usergroup.

Use our contact form on this page to send your request and license verification. 

My name is Mark Gunter, and I am known as “MarksCarts” on the CubeCart™ forums. Please 
give me some feedback on the usefulness of this tutorial. 

PM MarksCarts at CC Forum

Send Contact Form Email

http://cc3.biz/
http://cc3.biz/index.php?act=viewDoc&docId=5
http://cc3.biz/index.php?act=viewDoc&docId=2
http://www.cubecart.com/site/forums/index.php?act=Msg&CODE=4&MID=43272
http://cc3.biz/index.php?act=viewDoc&docId=2
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